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Photo: While studying Detroit, images of 
decaying buildings were printed onto balloons 
with acrylic paint.  As the balloons aged, the 
images took on a life cycle of their own.



Arizona State University
Canal bridge
Phoenix, Arizona
Duration: two weeks

west elevation

east elevation

This project clarified 
and united the technical 
and creative aspects of 
architecture.  The balance 
of utility and aesthetics, in 
pursuit of  a design that 
is both functional and 
beautiful, has remained a 
guiding principle in my work.



Arizona State University
Aquatic Center
Phoenix, Arizona
Duration: ten weeks

While gaining technical skills in 
drawing, digital modeling, and 
structural calculations, this 
ACSA competition project 
also taught valuable lessons 
in programming spaces and 
incorporating mechanical 
systems.

detail drawings
A bowstring truss meets a 
catenary cable where the 
curve of the roof changes 
direction. (left)
A glass curtain wall encloses 
the interior space while 
enlivening the community 
through views into the 
aquatic center. (right)



Arizona State University
Homeless Children’s Garden Park
Buenos Aires, Argentina
Duration: twelve weeks

This community based 
project, completed 
during a study abroad 
in Buenos Aires, was an 
opportunity to work 
with homeless children 
to understand their 
lives and needs.  Many 
of these children live 
beneath a large portion 
of unfinished freeway, 
selling flowers for 
income.  In response, a 
human scale “freeway” 
that serves as a nursery, 
market, and urban park 
was designed.

section



Community Based Experience
Gulf Coast Community Design Studio
Various residences
Biloxi, Mississippi
Duration: four months

In pursuit of an understanding of materials and material 
connections, I volunteered on the Gulf Coast rebuilding 
homes that had been damaged or destroyed by Hurricane 
Katrina.  Each of the houses pictured at left taught valuable 
lessons about the physical realization of design.  The 
Tran home, pictured above, was particularly valuable as I 
participated in the entirety of its construction, and designed 
and built the bracing shown at right.



University of Cincinnati
Wellness Center
Cranbrook, Michigan
Duration: ten weeks

Designing a spa to fit within the 
architectural language present on the 
Cranbrook University campus, a wood 
wall of varying depths was developed.  
This wall serves as formwork for the 
concrete bath areas below while 
responding to the wooded site and 
surrounding brick buildings in the 
guest rooms above.  

elevation studies



University of Cincinnati
Roche Health Center
Roche, Tanzania
Duration: ten weeks

This collaborative project involved the University of Cincinnati, 
Village Life Outreach Project, the people of Roche, Tanzania, 
and countless volunteers. The studio focused on social 
and environmental sustainability, as well as the realities of 
construction. Toward these ends, an in-depth study was 
undertaken of material availability and the distances that would 
have to be traveled to realize three different versions of the 
design (below).  Construction techniques were also studied 
along with means of communicating through drawings rather 
than language (left).



Community Based Experience
Village Life Outreach Project
Roche Health Center
Roche, Tanzania
Duration: six months

From studio to job site: Following 
the Roche Health Center studio, I 
traveled to Tanzania to serve as on-
site project manager; completing 
drawings, obtaining a building permit, 
purchasing materials, and overseeing 
construction of the clinic.  The Roche 
Health Center is now open two days 
each week, providing health care to 
people in this area for the first time.  
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University of Cincinnati
Thesis problem: Avoiding Imposition
Roche, Tanzania
Duration: thirty weeks

Further, by working in phases architects can better serve communities through long term commitments, 
an evolved understanding of local culture, and the development of appropriate technology.  Implementing 
this design process, design thinking is applied to existing technologies in a way that is tangential with local 
customs.  Pictured above, examples are divided according to the three phases during which they would 
be introduced in the Roche Entrepreneurial Center (next page).

In recent centuries, architects and their design processes have become increasingly estranged from 
the physical act of building.  Consequently, this creates a second rift between contemporary architects 
and humanitarian design projects, as the priorities of the design process, nonprofit organizations, and 
underserved populations rarely intersect.  The research portion of this thesis evaluates and proposes 
a restructured design process.  In step one, beginning the design process with a study of local culture, 
focusing particularly on methods of making, the architect becomes equipped to produce designs that 
reestablish the link between design and physical realization, are culturally rich and responsible, and are 
suited to the needs of nonprofit sponsors. 



University of Cincinnati
Thesis project: Entrepreneurial Center
Roche, Tanzania
Duration: thirty weeks

The modified design process  
proposed during the research 
portion of the thesis was evaluated 
and edited through the design of 
an Entrepreneurial Center.  The 
three phase complex applies the 
technologies pictured on the 
previous page, allowing for changes 
to be made between phases as 
local culture is progressively better 
understood.  Phase one (top) is 
an armature for fabric market 
stalls, utilizing prevalent local 
materials and including women 
in economic activities.  Phase two 
(middle) slightly modifies local brick 
making and thatching technologies 
to create communal shaded 
spaces and permanent market 
structures.  Finally, in phase three 
(below), classrooms and offices are 
constructed as a permanent home 
for a microfinance institution.  Water 
cisterns are also incorporated into 
the building, encouraging health and 
therefore economic development.


